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Forever Anew 
from Rising from the Ashes: 

Stories of  Lahaina

$2.50SATB Forever Anew

Christopher Alexander

SATB, a cappella
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On August 8, 2023, wildfires on the Hawaiian island of  Maui began to move toward its northwest 
coast where the town of  Lahaina is located.  High winds propelled the fires to cause damage to 

buildings, houses, and various power sources.  Houses were burned in a matter of  minutes, failing 
fire hydrants hindered rescue attempts by local fire departments as the water pressure was 

continually lost due to pipes melting within the burning buildings, and many residents became 
trapped by the raging inferno and could not evacuate the island.  After eight days, the wildfires 

were finally contained.  Considered one of  the deadliest wildfires in U.S. history, over 110 people 
died with around 400 others declared missing. 

In efforts to provide healing and remembrance, many Lahaina poets and painters (mostly middle 
and high school students) created artistic works about their traumatic experiences in the wildfires 

and finding hope afterward.  We share their stories and offer the same courage and hope for 
Lahaina to rise again from this devastation. 

This full extended choral work consists of  four (4) movements: 

I. On This Night 

II. Forever Anew 

III. Finding Strength in Shadows 

IV. Kama’aina
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Mr. Christopher Alexander is an award-winning composer and 
arranger from St. Joseph, Missouri. He received his Bachelor of  
Science in Vocal Music Education degree from Missouri 
Western State University in 2009. A self-taught pianist, his 
compositions and arrangements ranging from instrumental 
works to vocal solo and choral literature. Mr. Alexander has 
been commissioned numerous times by singing groups and 
church choirs within the northwest Missouri and northeast 
Kansas regions. He is also active in musical theatre productions 
as a music director and pianist. His works have been published 
with GIA Music Publications and Hal Leonard. 

In 2016, he was awarded the St. Joseph Allied Arts Council 
Mayor’s Award for Artist of  the Year.  In 2022, he was inducted 
into the New Generation Singers Hall of  Fame. 

Mr. Alexander currently serves as the pianist and primary 
arranger for The New Generation Singers, a Christian singing 
youth group based in St. Joseph, Missouri. He is a member of  
NAfME, ACDA, MCDA, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
Fraternity. 

He is available for commissions and conducting events on 
request.

About the Composer

About the Work 
This is the second movement from the extended choral work Rising from the Ashes: Stories of  Lahaina. 

After the horrific Maui wildfires, many residents of  Lahaina (like many of  us after a devastating 
event) became distraught and hopeless that their homeland was destroyed.  This prayer gives 
solemness to this moment in the aftermath with the wish to bring their houses and livelihoods back 
again.  A solo opportunity with an accompanying aleatoric choir creates a unique sound illustration 
that will astound your audience in performance.  A closing statement gives renewed hope for a better 
tomorrow. 

Poetic text on the following page.

If  you would like to help the efforts to rebuild Lahaina, please make a donation to: 
Maui Preparatory Academy 

!  Lahaina Fire Disaster Relief  Fund 
4910 Honoapi’ilani Highway 

Lahaina, HI 96761 
808-665-9966 

https://www.mauiprep.org/giving
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Forever Anew

In the loom of  life, where loss takes a toll, 
Threads of  sorrow weave a story untold. 
From a loss, thereÕs a hidden gem, 
A chance for growth, masked by pain. 

In tearful nights and somber days 
Strength emerges in unexpected ways. 
From parting ways, new bonds may start 
The alchemy of  healing within the heart.

From words like goodbye, to the dawning of  the new, 
Strength remains, through and through. 
Let loss be in a teacher, a guide in the night 
Revealing the stars in the absence of  light. 

From loss comes gain, a rhythm held true. 
LifeÕs tapestry, forever anew. 

— Cameron Henry
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Adagietto con affetto e poco rubato (Prayer) ( = c. 66-70)








Adagietto con affetto e poco rubato (Prayer) ( = c. 66-70)
SOLO (on repeat only)   

loom of life, where   
loom of life, where   
loom of life, where   
loom of life, where

      

   
loss takes a toll,

   
loss takes a toll,

   
loss takes a toll,

   
loss takes a toll,

   
   

     
Threads of sor row weave a

     
Threads of sor row weave a

     
Threads of sor row weave a

     
Threads of sor row weave a

     
     

   
sto ry un told.

   
sto ry un told.

   
sto ry un told.   
sto ry un told.

   
   

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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BASS

SOP.
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From a loss, there's a

    
From a loss, there's a    
From a loss, there's a    
From a loss, there's a

5     
    

   
hid den gem, A

   
hid den gem, A   
hid den gem, A   
hid den gem, A

      

    
chance for growth, masked by    
chance for growth, masked by    
chance for growth, masked by    
chance for growth, masked by

    
    

 
pain. In

   
pain.   
pain.
pain.

    
    


-

-

-

-

from "Rising from the Ashes: Stories of Lahaina"
Dedicated to the Lahaina wildfire victims and survivors

FOREVER ANEW
SATB, a cappella Music by

CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER

Copyright © 2024 by Christopher Alexander.  Text used by permission.

Words by
CAMERON HENRY

*On repeat, SOLO sings melody (Soprano line) at the written tempo and dynamics.  Simulatneously, choir members sing 
their respecive voice parts at a slower tempo than the soloist and at a different tempo than their neighbors.  This should 
create a cacophony of warm choral sounds.  When the SOLO reaches measure 23, the choir sounds fade away to nothing.
After a slight pause, the choir continues to measure 25 and finishes the movement.
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Forever Anew (from Rising from the Ashes: Stories of Lahaina)
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