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About the Wor

Paul Laurence Dunbar’s expressive poetry has become increasingly popular over recent years,
particularly of choral composers setting his words to music. With a pop ballad setting, the message
of the text takes the spotlight with a supportive piano accompaniment that propels the story.
Lyrical voice writing lead to heightened dramatic points throughout the song, making this work an
enjoyable musical experience for the singers and audience alike.

Within his chamber, dim and cold,

There sits a grasping miser old.

He has no thought save one of gain,—
To grind and gather and grasp and drain.

The snow lies deep upon the ground,
And winter's brightness all aronnd
Dectkes bravely out the forest sere,

With jewels of the brave old year. A peal of bells, a merry shout
The coasting crowd upgn the hill

Agail his ear: he gazes out
a world to him all gray,
rls, “Why, this is Christmas Day!”

Y man of ice,—for shame, for sha,

or “Christmas Day” is no mere
\ No, not for you this ringing chee K
This festal season of the ye

es of the ﬁﬁ'ﬂ/ﬂ?e- And not for you the chi
sprag upon the chandelier From holy temple rol
S to the maidens, “Come not here! g In day and deed ;
Who holds no. his heart!

ven the panper of the earth ; :
Some kindly gift bas cheered tg
— Paul Laurence Dunbar

(1872-1906)

About the Composer

Mr. Christopher Alexander is an award-winning composer and
arranger from St. Joseph, Missouri. He received his Bachelor of
Science in Vocal Music Education degree from Missouri
Western State University in 2009. A self-taught pianist, his
compositions and arrangements ranging from instrumental
works to vocal solo and choral literature. Mr. Alexander has
been commissioned numerous times by singing groups and
church choirs within the northwest Missouri and northeast
Kansas regions. He is also active in musical theatre productions
as a music director and pianist. His works have been published
with GIA Music Publications, Hal Leonard, and Excelcia Music
Publishing.

In 2016, rded the St. Joseph Alli ncil

Artist of the Year. In 2024 hg w2¥nducted

into\i eneration Singers Hall of \S

r.Y\leMnder currently serves asgtheWpiast and primary
ar r for The New Generatigyf Sin a Christian singing
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He is available for issions and conducting events on

request.
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Words by
PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR (1872-1906)

&RISTMAS IN %E HEART

SATB and Piano

Music by
CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER

Adagio ma non troppo, ethereal (J =c. 68)
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