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Mr. Christopher Alexander is an award-winning composer and 
arranger from St. Joseph, Missouri. He received his Bachelor of  
Science in Vocal Music Education degree from Missouri 
Western State University in 2009. A self-taught pianist, his 
compositions and arrangements ranging from instrumental 
works to vocal solo and choral literature. Mr. Alexander has 
been commissioned numerous times by singing groups and 
church choirs within the northwest Missouri and northeast 
Kansas regions. He is also active in musical theatre productions 
as a music director and pianist. His works have been published 
with GIA Music Publications, Hal Leonard, and Excelcia Music 
Publishing. 

In 2016, he was awarded the St. Joseph Allied Arts Council 
Mayor’s Award for Artist of  the Year. In 2022, he was inducted 
into the New Generation Singers Hall of  Fame. 

Mr. Alexander currently serves as the pianist and primary 
arranger for The New Generation Singers, a Christian singing 
youth group based in St. Joseph, Missouri. He is a member of  
NAfME, ACDA, MCDA, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
Fraternity. 

He is available for commissions and conducting events on 
request.

About the Composer

About the Work 
Eugene Field’s timeless poetry is set here with an upbeat Renaissance dance feel, using the hand 
drum and tambourine as the featured accompaniment.  A Dorian melody get shared throughout the 
word as the harmonizing voices support with countering rhythms.  The work stays mainly 
polyphonic through the transition moments and build-up section, leading to a powerful 
homophonic finale and coda to firmly illustrate the message of  the poetry.  Perfect as an opener or 
closer for your concert, your singers will love to sing this work.

Star of  the East! show us the way 
In wisdom undefiled 
To seek that manger out and lay 
Our gifts before the child 
To bring our hearts and offer them 
Unto our King in Bethlehem! 

— Joyce Kilmer 
(1886-1918) 

Star of  the East, that long ago 
Brought wise men on their way 
Where, angels singing to and fro, 
The Child of  Bethlehem lay -- 
Above that Syrian hill afar 
Thou shinest out to-night, O Star! 

Star of  the East, the night were drear 
But for the tender grace 
That with thy glory comes to cheer 
Earth's loneliest, darkest place; 
For by that charity we see 
Where there is hope for all and me.
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  HAND DRUM      Andante ma non troppo ( = 88)

                  




    
Star of the East, that

     

SOPRANO (opt. add ALTOS)
5

5

    
long a go Brought

     
   

wise men on their

     
  

way Where,

     
-



9    

an gels sing ing
9      

     
to and fro, The     

    
Child of Beth le hem     

  
lay‑ A     - - - - -



13     

bove that Sy ri an
13      

   
hill a far Thou     

   
shi nest out to    - - - --
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






16


night, 




16      


SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

HAND DRUM

TAMBOURINE






     







       


sub. 
(shake)



 
O 
O

 
O

 
O  

  




















Star!


Star!
Star!
Star!

     
   


20

20





     
   





     
   

 
O 
O 
O 
O

     
   
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






24     
Star of the East, O


Star!


Star!

    
Star of the East, O

24      
   

    
Star of the East, O



    

Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O



    

Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O

 
 
    

Star of the East, O     
   








    
Star of the East, O

    
Star of the East, the

    
Star of the East, the

    
Star of the East, O

     
   

28

28












mel.

    
Star of the East, O

   
night were drear But

   
night were drear But

    
Star of the East, O

     
   

    
Star of the East, O

   
for the ten der

   
for the ten der

    
Star of the East, O

     
   

    
Star of the East, O

  
grace That

  
grace That

    
Star of the East, O

     
   

-

-
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






32     
Star of the East, O   
with thy glo ry   
with thy glo ry    
Star of the East, O

32      
   

    
Star of the East, O

     
comes to cheer Earth's     
comes to cheer Earth's    
Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O

    
lone li est, dark est    
lone li est, dark est    
Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O

  
place; For  
place; For    
Star of the East, O     
   

- - - -

- - - -








36     
Star of the East, O    
by that char i ty    
by that char i ty    

Star of the East, O
36      

   

    
Star of the East, O   
we see Where   
we see Where    

Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O

   
there is hope for

   
there is hope for    
Star of the East, O    
   

- -

- -
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






39     
Star of the East, O


all


all    

Star of the East, O
39      

   

div.

    
Star of the East, O



    

Star of the East, O     
   

     
Star of the East, of the



     

Star of the East, of the      
   

  
East. 

and 
and  

East.  
  


















43     
Star of the East, O


me,


me,    

Star of the East, O
43      

   

unis.

    
Star of the East, O   

for all and

   
for all and    

Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East, O


me,


me,    

Star of the East, O     
   

    
Star of the East.   

for all and

   
for all and    

Star of the East.     
   
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








me.

 
me.

    
Star of the East, show

  
   

47

47

mel.










  

Star of the   
us the way In


   




 
East, show

   
wis dom un de


   

   
Show us the   
Show us the 

us the  
filed To


   



-- -








51 
way


way  
way To   
seek that man ger

51 
   




 
seek that     
out and lay Our
   

   
to lay our   
to lay our    

man ger and lay Our

    
gifts be fore the
   

 
gifts be 
gifts be   
gifts be fore the

  
child‑ To
   

- -

- -

-

-
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