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About The Piece

Percy Shelley's epic poem has always captivaced me through its rich imagery and ics connection to the modern world. The
grandeur of irs message has become more evident to me in recent years, and ultimately inspired me to create this musical
serring. The |7;1unting nature of the texe finds its stTcngrh [|11'nugh rich modal harmonies and 1} rical voice ]cuding, with
symphonic passages that propel the chorus to divide into cight parts at times. Two soloists narrace the opening and

C‘USil‘lg of the work.

- Christopher Alexander

About The Text
Pe

v By she Shu”u‘\: wrote "Ozym;mdi:ls" in 1818, inspircd bJ\" the Brivish Museum's recent acquisition of a ﬁ':lgmcnt of a

statue of Ramesses 11, The poem's unnamed traveller recounts a shactered monument in the desert, ies boaseful inseription

now mocking the very king it was meant to glorify. Shelley's sonnet has endured as one of the most powerful meditations

on the impermanence of power and the hubris of those who wicld it.

Text

Tmet a craveller from an antique land,

Who said—*Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Srﬂﬁd in rhc dcs(‘l'f. e N(‘ﬂ[' rhCn], on fl]C Sflﬂ(l‘
Half sunlk a shaccered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

TL'” ]:I‘ll‘: irs SCLIIPEOT \\-'C]] [hUSC 'Pilh'ﬂi(\ﬂ!" |'Cﬂd
Which yet survive, scamped on these lifcless things,
“The hand that mocked them, and the hear thar fed;
And on the pedestal, these words appear:

My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;

Look on my Works, yc Mighty, and despair!
Nothing beside remains. Round che dccny
Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare

‘The lone and level sands scretch far away.”
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‘With grandeur (quasi Apocalypse)
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