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About The Composer

Mr. (Zhrist.opher Alexander is an :1\\-':1rdfwinnlng composer and arranger from St. Joseph, Missouri. He received his
Bachelor of Science in Vocal Music Educarion dcgrcc from Missouri Western State University in 2009. A sc]fltzlught
pianist, his com positions and arrangements ranging from inscrumental works to vocal solo and choral literature. Mr.
Alexander has been commissioned numerous times by singing groups and church choirs wichin the norchwest Missouri
and northeast Kansas regions. He is also active in musical theatre productions as a music director and pianist.In 2016, he
was awarded the St. Joseph Allied Arts Council Mavyor's Award for Artist of the Year. In zoz2, he was inducted into the
New Generation Singers TTall of Fame. Mr. Alexander cuﬂ"cntl'\; serves as the pianist and primaryarranger for The New
Generation Singers, a Christian singing vouth group based in St. Joseph, Missouri. He is a member of NAIME, ACDA,

MCDA, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternicy.

About 'The Piece

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872—1906) was among the first African American poets to achieve national liter:u‘y acclaim. Born
in Dayton, Ohio, Dunbar published extensively in both dialect and standard English, and was widely praised for the
dcpth and music:ﬂity of his work. Tle died at just thirty—thrcc, ]c:wing behind a body Of\vriting that is tender, ])_'ricu], and

dCCp]}" hu man.

This setring is adapred from Dunbar's poem, Christmas in the Heart. At its core, Dunbar's message is simple and

enduring: Christmas lives not in outward trappings but in the generosity and joy we carry within us.

Text

The snow lies deep upon the ground, The dusk descends on field and town,
And winter's brightness all around And casts a quict mantle down;
Adorns the woods now bright and clear, Through frosted air and falling snow
With jewcls of the brave old vear. The candles cast a gcndcr glow.

The coasting, crowd upon the hill 'The fading dny Erows soft and still,
With some new spirit scems to thrill; As tender ]ights the windows fill;
And all the temple bells achime. And all the earth, both far and near,
Ring out the joy of Christmas time. Lics still and kind chis time of year.

In happ_y homes the brown onk—bough For Christmas is no passing guest,
Vies with the red-gemmed hoﬂy NOW; Nor dwells in halls, not richly dressed;
And here and there, like pearls, chere show It lingers where the heart is true,

The berries of the mistletoe. And makes the old world fair and new.
And not for naught the chime ot bells And nor for naught the chime of bells
From holy temple rolls and swells. [rom holy temple rolls and swells.

No lonely soul can stand apart, No lonely soul can stand aparrt,

Who carries Chrisemas in the heart! Who carries Chrisemas in the heart!



CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART

text adapted from "Christmas in the Heart" by music by
PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER
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