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About The Composer

Mr. (Zhrist.opher Alexander is an :1\\-':1rdfwinnlng composer and arranger from St. Joseph, Missouri. He received his
Bachelor of Science in Vocal Music Educarion dcgrcc from Missouri Western State University in 2009. A sc]fltzlught
pianist, his compositions and arrangements range from instrumental works to vocal solo and choral literature. Mr.
Alexander has been commissioned numerous times by singing groups and church choirs wichin the norchwest Missouri

and northeast Kansas regions. He is also active in musical theatre productions as a music director and pianist.

In 2016, he was awarded the St. Joscph Allied Arts Council Mavyor’s Award for Artist of the Year. In 2022, he was inducted
into the New Generarion Singers TTall of Fame. Mr. Alexander cm‘rcntl_\' serves as the pianist and primary arranger for

The New Generation Singers, a Christian singing youth group based in St. Joseph, Missouri.

He is a member of NAFME, ACDA, MCDA, and Phi Mu /\]ph:\ Sinfonia Fraternity.

About The Text

Henry Howarth Bashford (1880-1961) was a London-born physician and writer. He rose to be Chief Medical Officer to
the Post Office and honomry physici:m to King George VI, and was knightc‘d in 1938. His first novel, Tommy Wideawake,
Was PLll')liS]'lCd iﬂ 19()31 IJ.ﬂd. ]'IC WCeNt on Writing ﬂCEiOn, CSSE[}’S llﬂd VCrse {'1)1' tl’l(_' next f‘l{:['\' )’CLI]"SA LU]].’MLJ_}’ 1.1'7 BC[]']]C]?CITI WwWas
in princ by 1912, when he was a young, chcntly married doctor; the pocm was collected that year in Burron Eghcrt

Stevenson’s The Home Boolk of Verse.

Text

There has come a host to see Thee, B:lby dear,
bearded men with cyes of tlame and lips of fear,
for the heavens, they say, have broken

into blinding gu]f‘& ofvg]ory,

and the Lord, they say, has spoken

in a little wondrous story, Baby dear.

There have come three kings to greet Thee, Baby dear,
crowned with go]d, and clad in 'purplc, thcy draw near.
'lhcy have brought rarc silks to bind Thee,

at Thy feet, behold, they spread them,

from their thrones rhey sprang to find 'Lhee,

Zl]’ld a I)lilZiﬂg star ]'lilt}'l ]Ld t]’l(,‘l’ﬂ? B’Jl’)_\” dCLll'A

I have neither jadc nor jasper, Baby dear,
You arc all my hope and glory, and my fear.
Yet for all the gems chat screw Thee,

and the Costly ZOowns that fold Thee,
though all the world still seck Thee,

Thou art mine — and fasc I hold Thee, Baby dear.

Texe by Henry Howarch Bashford (1886-1961), alr.
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For SATB choir with piano

text by music by
HENRY HOWARTH BASHFORD, alt. CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER
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